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REVOLUTIONARY ARMY ORDERS 
For the Main Army under Washington. 1778-1779 



(From Originals in the Collection of the Virginia Historical Society.) 



(continued.) 

[The pages immediately following, which have been dis- 
covered out of place in the manuscripts, cover a period prior 
to any of the orders which have been printed.] 

upon all Officers to use their endeavours to * * * punish- 
ment all those who shall offend herein — After O the Comm. in 
Chief is informed that Captain Lee,* and Lt. Linsey, had but a 
Corporal and four Men to Assist them in the manly opposition 
to the British light horse, Majr. Jamson was axedentally their, 
and justly merritts a share of the praises due to this Brave little 
party. 

D. O. for the Left wing January 20, 1778.! 
Genl. Patterson is kind enough to undertake the Superinten- 
dance of the Fortification of the Left Wing, all the men not on 
duty in their Respective Brigades in this Wing are to Parade 
every morning at 9 O' Clock, to be employed in the Fortification 
of the Camp, under the desire of the General each Brigade is 
to furnish a field Officer, to Command the fatigue Parties, all 
Officers not on duty, under the Rank* of field Officers are to 
turn out with the men, his Excellency the Commander in Chief 
desires the Officers to exert themselves, to put the Camp in a 
defencable Condition as soon as possible. 

N. Green, M. G. 

* Captain Henry Lee and his Lieutenant, William Lindsay, both of 
Virginia, officers in the 1st Continental Dragoons. 
t The headquarters of the Army were at Valley Forge. 
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Head Quarters January 21, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow B. D. Calb,* Brig'r Scott, 
f. O. Lt. Colo. Millins Maj. Winder. 
Brigade Maj'r Bryan. 

The Commander in Chief approves the Report made by the 
Brigaders and Officers Commanding Brigades in the Virginia 
Line and Orders that the Men whose time of Service is expired 
be discharged and marched home, by proper Officers in the 
maner they are derected, the Brigadiers are also to see that the 
Arms and accoutrements of such men, are Returned to the 
Brigade Q. M., in Order that the Arms and discharges may 
Corespond, and by them delivered to the Commissary of Military 
Stores, whose Receipt is to be taken for what is Delivered, all 
Blanketts are to be stoped and other Articles belonging to the 
Publick — The Brigadiers &c. will Cause proper Care to be 
taken of the first, and see that the latter is delivered into the 
hands of the Q. M. G. or other proper Officers — notwithstand- 
ing the printed and frequent Orders, which have been Issued, 
to have all deserters reported at Head Quarters, it is by indis- 
creat and Casual information that the knowledge comes to the 
Gen'l, exceepting the General Returns, which are exceedingly 
Iregular, he therefore in peremtory terms now Calls on the 
Brigadiers to see and know the Rolls of their several Regiments 
over Called Over agreeable to former Orders, and that all 
Deserters, Specefying the Regiment and Company they belong 
to, are to be Reported by them to the Maj. Gen'l of the Day, 
who is to present the whole in one View to the Commander in 
Chief — The Brigadiers are Requested to use every posible 
means, to apprehend Deserters, or this Order will not be dis- 
penced with. The Gen'l also does in positive terms declare he 
will have a Gen'l Return of the Army, delivered him every 
Monday at Orderly time — The Adjutant Gen'l is therefore to 
pay perticular attention to this matter, and Consider himself 
responcable for the performance, unless he Arrests every delin- 
quent who Causes the failour, in the next monday Return, the 
Officers in the Virginia line are to assertain the number of Men 



•This is the orderly's abbreviation for the Baron De Calb. 
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whose times of Service will expire shortly — It being impossible 
for the Surgions of the flying Hospittles to make effectual pro- 
vision for the- Sick out of Camp, unless they are sent to the 
place by them appointed and furnished for that purpose, all 
Officers & Regimental Surgions when any of their Corps are 
proper Objects for the Hospittle, are Immediately to applie to 
the Chief Surgion of the flying Hospittle, present in Camp and 
take his derections where to send the Sick, a Contrary practice 
has been attended with great inconveniency and proberly the 
Death of several Men, many have bin sent to Hospittles already 
Crowed with patiants,. or to places where no provison has bin 
made for the Sick, and in Order that the Sick which shall 
Remain in Camp from time to time as well others before they 
are sent to Hospittles may be properly taken Care of the director 
General of the hospittle is as soon as possible to furnish the 
Regimental Surgion with Medecine Chests supplied with such 
Medacines as are necessary for the Sick in Camp. 

When flaggs go to Enimies lines, all Officers are positively 
forbiden to go with them, unless they Receive proper Orders 
therefor — 

At a G. C. M. whereof Colo. Clark, was President held January 
19th Lt. McGibany of the ist North Carolina Regiment, tryed 
for imbeseling or missapplying the Money with which he was 
Intrusted, for Enlisting Men into the Service, also for takeing 
bribes to discharge Enlisted Soldiers from the Service, was 
unanimously acquited of the Charges — at the same Court held 
the 15th January Capt. Joseph Brown of Colo. Bigalows Regi- 
ment, tryed for Suffering two Prisoners to escape from the 
Provo Guard was unanimously acquited of the Charge exibited 
against him — the Commander in Chief approves the Sentances 
and Orders them to be Released from their Arrests. 



Advertisement. 

Lost this day in or near Camp a large Red Leather pockett 
book belonging to Mons'r Govan Lieutenant Colo, of Engineers 
Containing his French Commission, his Commission from Con- 
gress and 104 Dollars, who' ever will bring him his Book and 
Commission shall have the Money. 
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January 22. for Piquet 1 Serj & 6. for fatigue 1 Sub 1 S & 5 
to parade at half after Seven with their Arms. 

Maj'r Gen'l to morrow Green Brigadier VarnonfO. Lt. Colo. 
Ballard & Lt. Colo. Carlton Brigade Major Minnis. 



Head Quarters January 23, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow Lord Sterling. 

Brigadier Huntington. 

f. O. Colo. Bigalow & Maj'r Haris. 

Brigade Major Claybourn. 

The Gen'l Officers & Officers Commanding Brigades will meat 
to morrow Morning at General Sullivans Quarters at 10 O'Clock 
for the purpose mentioned in General Orders the 20th Instant. 

Serjeant How is appointed Provost Martial Protempory Vice 
Capt Snagg who has Resigned. Brigadiers & Officers Com- 
mand Brigades are Immediately to make Returns of the defi- 
ciences of Bayonets in their Respective Brigades to the Adjutant 
General. 

As several farmers has Complained notwithstanding the Cer- 
tificates granted by the Commissary General of forage, of their 
having furnished their Quotas of forage assigned them, further 
demands have bin made upon them, so as to deprive them of 
what was Reserved for their famylies use, the Gen'l Strictly 
prohibits such unjust proceedings, & desires that more respect 
may be paid to the forage Master Generals Certificate for the 
future. — At a G. C. M. whereof Colo. Craigg was Presidant held 
the 20 Instant Lt. Col. Lindlay and Brigade Maj'r Baley tryed 
for non attendance on the Grand Parade, in proper time, the 
former when field Officer and the latter when Brigade Major of 
the Day, found Guilty of the Charge exhibited against them, 
being a breach of Article the 5th Section the 18th of the Articles 
of War, and Sentenced to be Reprimanded in General Orders, 
the Gen'l approves the foregoing Sentences and is Surprised 
that he is under this disagreeable necessity of Reprimanding 
Officers for a breach of duty so well known, & which ought to 
be performed with the greatest punctuality, and as exact Disci- 
pline and strict obedience to Orders is a Soul of an Army & 
foundation of Success whilst the Contrary may be productive of 
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the most fatal Consequences, he flatters himself that every 
Officer as in honour & duty bound, will be emulous to pay the 
strictest attention to Orders . 



Head Quarters January 24, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l to morrow M. D. L. Fayett. 
Brigadier Poor. 

f. O. Colo. Bowman* & Maj'r Stubbefield. 
Brig'd Ma'r McComack. 

Three days Provisions are to be Issued to the Troops Mondays 
& four days on Thursdays. 

Head Quarters Jan' y 25, 1778. 

Maj'r Gen'l tomorrow B. D. Kalb, Brigadier Patterson. 

f. O. Colo. Booker & Maj'r Porter, Brigade Maj'r McGowin. 

Colo. Vost and Lt. Col. Carlton is to Command the fatigue 
party. 

No Officer is Subject to be Tryed by a Brigade or Devision 
Court Martial unless he Consents thereto, which is to be noted 
in the proceedings of the Court as it is necessary for Muster 
Roll to be made out in one form the Officers are to make them 

out agreeable to the form given them by the Muster Master 

at a Brigade Court Martial whereof Lt. Colo. Ballard was Presi- 
dant Capt Zainef of the 13 Virginia Regiment tryed for acting in 
a Cowardly manner when sent on a Scouting party the 12th of 
December last by Ordering his men to Retreat, when having a 
Considerable advantage over the Enemy found Guilty and 
Sentenced to be discharged from the Service, the Commander 
in Chief approves the Sentence and Orders it to take place 
Immediately. 

B. O. January 26, 1778. A Court of enquiry from the 
Brigade to sett this Morning at 11 O' Clock to enquire into the 

* Abraham Bowman, Colonel of the 8th Virginia, and George 
Stubblefield, Major 1st Virginia. 

t Captain Silas Zane, 13th Virginia regiment. 
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State and treatment of the Sick belonging to the Brigade, and 
into the Cause of the great mortality amongst them, to inable 
the Court to make a just Report, all the Surgeons in the Brigade 
will attend at the same time & place. Lt. Colo. Davis President. 
Members. Captains Anderson, Hubly, Pelham, Meriwether 
Bell & Morriss. 



[The following entry was evidently placed in this book by 
mistake.] 

Head Quarters Valley Forge May 10, 1778. 

Brigadier to morrow Poor. F. O. Lt. Colonel Starr & Maj'r 
Nicholas. 

Brigade Major Minnis. • 

Inspector from Huntingtons Brigade. 

for Guard 

To Command with 2 days Pro'n 

To Command 

Gen'l Muhlenburgs .... 

1. 3. 4. 21 
[The first volume of orders ends with the preceding entry.] 
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[Another volume of the manuscript order books begins here. 
It also precedes in date the orders which have been printed.] 

Head Quarters Valley Forge, March . 



Major Gen'l for to Morrow Lord Sterling. Brigadier Poor 

Field Officers Colo. Bassett* & Lt. Colonel Davice, Brigade 

Maj'r Haskell. The Sentence in Yesterdays Orders respecting 
Lt. Dickerson therein set forth, to belong to the 5th Virg'a 
Regim't is a mistake, as their is Not, nor Never has been, such 
an Oflrcer in the Regim't. Occationed By some villian, who 
Imposed himself upon the genteel men^Who Constituted the 



» Barakiah Bassett of the 14th Massachusetts. 
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Court, in that caretor, their distance from Camp Prevented a 
sooner discovery of this Imposition. 

S C P 

Picquet. i. i. 3. Detach.m't i private. Fatigue I private. 



Head Quarters, 14th March, 1778. 

Major Gen'l to Morrow Green, Brigadier, Muhlenberg. Field 
Officers Lt.. Colo. Brown & Major Crupper.* Brigade Major 
Alden. 

The Commander in Chief is inform'd that notwithstanding his 
Orders of the 12th of Jan'y last, the carcases of dead horses, 
lay in & about Camp. And that the Offil of the Commissarys 
Stalls, still lay unburned. That Much filth &c are spread 
among the Huts, which are or will Be soon adjuced to a state 
of purification & Occation a sickly Camp. Out of tender 
regard for the lives & health of his brave Soldiers and Was 
surprised that so little Attention was paid to his Orders he 
again In the most positive terms Orders & Commands that 
the Q. M. Gen'l Applies for men from time to time to bury 
such horses, as shall lay at Any considerable distance from 
Camp, so as never to permit any of Them to lay Unburied & 
that he compells some of his Assistance to see this Order 
Strictly complyed With. Divisions & Brigade Q. Masters Are 
to pay the strictest Attention to it in or near there respective 
divisions And Brigades. Division & brigade Commissarys are 
constantly To bury the Offil & damaged provisions Near their 
quarters, the command' r of divisions & brigades are desired to 
see this Order strictly Obeyed and Further that the field Officers 
of the day take particular Notice of any Neglect thereof. The 
Commanding Officers of Regim'ts & corps will Immediately 
Order their Q. Masters to see there Respective Incampments 
cleaned There old Vaults filled & New ones dugg once a Week, 
all filth and Nastyness buried & that fresh earth be put into the 
Vants every day. 

The Above Orders are Asentionally Necessary, prepare 

*No officer named Crupper appears in Heitman. John Cropper was 
then Lieutenant-Colonel nth Virginia. 
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* * * of Ignorance Will be Admitted & the least breach 
* * Noticed — in Case a Non Commission'd Officer or 
Soldier is Mustered out by the Commissary of Musters, the 
brigadier or Officer Commanding brigades will give them dis- 
charges either to return to their Own homes, or to go into the 
corps of tnvalides at the Option of the Men, they will ,not 
transfer them to that corps unless fitt to do duty in it. — A flag 
Will go into Philadelphia Next Monday any Articles to be sent 
into our prisoners, they must be left with the Commissary of 
prisoners previous to that time — A board of Gen'l Officers Will 
sit at Lord Sterlings Quarters to Morrow Morning 10 O' Clock 
to Settle rank of the field Officers in the Massechusetts line All 
Officers concerned are desired to Attend & perfer the promotion. 



Head Quarters March 14th 1778. 

Major Gen'l to Morrow Lord Sterling Brigadier Patterson. 

Field Officers Colo. Meade & Major Bland. 

Brigade Maj'r Marvil. 

At a Gen'l Court Martial Whereof Brigadier Gen'l Mcintosh 
was Presid't March 10th 78, Colo. Wm. Cook of the 12th 
Pennsylvania Regim't try'd for. disobedience of Orders in 
sundry instances, to Wit About the 20th Decern' r last when The 
enemy Advanced Over Schoolkill the brigade to which he 
belong'd was Ordered & did march towards the enemy but Colo. 
Cook Absented himself from his Regim't & did not join it again 
within that service which was Near ten days after the Regim't 
was in Camp again about two days — Colo. Cook after haveing 
been refused leave of Absence did without leave Abscond from 
Camp & Never returned till two or three days Since — For giving 
leave of Absence to Officers of his Regim't & Reporting them 
Absent without leave, for which they were brought before a 
Court Martial & Aquitted, the court haveing maturely considered 
the evidence Produced, are of Opinion that Colo. Cook after 
haveing been refused Leave of Absence, did Without leave 
Absent himself from Camp And did not return till Near two 
Months after he went away Being a breach of Orders 22d De- 
cern' r last, and Contrary to good Order and Dicipline, and do 
sentence him onacco'tof some particular circumstances, and on 
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Acco't of the good carrector he has sustain' d as a good Officer, 
Only to be reprimanded in Gen'l Orders, but aquit him of fur- 
loughing his Officers & reporting them Absent without leave. 
The commander in chief Aproves the sentence & hopes that the 
Disgrace to an Officer of Colo. Cooks rank of being found guilty 
of leaveing camp without permission will be A Sufficient * * 
At a Gen'l Court Martial whereof Colo. Ttipper * * * 

March ioth 78 Lt. of Colo. Malcom's Regim't try'd 

for Attempting to commit sodomy with John a 

soldier, 2dly for perjury in swearing to false Acco'ts found guilty 
of the charges Exibited against him being a breach of the 
5th Article 18th Sec. of the Articles of war, and do Sentence 
him to be discharged the Service With Infamy — The comman- 
der in chief Aproves the sentence And With Abhorance & 

detestation of such Infamous Crimes Orders Lt. to be 

drum'd out of camp to Morrow Morning By all the drums & 
fifes of the Army, Never to return, the drums & fifes to attend 
on the grand parade at guard Mounting for that purpose — At a 
Court on enquiry held in the brigade of Artilary Whereof Lt. 
Colo. Stranghbro was presid't March nth, 78 to examine into 
A Complaint exibited by one John Wilson Capts. Rice & 
Proctor Sen of Colo. Proctors Regim't for plundering & takeing 
by force and for Permiting a Soldier to take a quantity of house 
hold furniture And Other Articles from the complainant, the 
court after hearing the evidences & Alligations of the parties, 
are of Opinion that the charges exibited against Capt's Rice & 
Proctor Sen'r are groundless consequently the complaint is 
squashed. 

Detail for Picquet 
Fatigue 
Weeks Comm'd 



S S C P 

1. 1. o. 3 

o. o. o. 1 

0. 1. o. 2 

1. 2. o. 6 



Head Quarters March 15th, 1778. 

Major Gen'l to Morrow Green. Brigadier Mcintosh. 
Field Officers Lt. Colo. Wigglesworth & Major Farmer. 
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Brigade Major Minnis. 

The Gen'l Court Martial whereof Lt. Colo. Tupper was pres't 
is hereby dissolved, and an other ordered to sit to Morrow 
Morning at 10 O* Clock, at the Adjutant Gen'ls Quarters. Colo. 
Swift is Appointed Presid't each brigade gives a Capt. for the 
court, all evidences & parties concern'd are to Attend, at the 
time & place Mention'd. More especially against the Inhabi- 
tants of the state, now confined In the provost, as their tryal 
will come on to Morrow. 

Many inconveniences & injurys having Arisen to the 

From the powers exercised by Officer, in granting furloughs 
* * * the Continental Congress to prevent the like * * * 
have been pleased to resolve that the commander in Chief Or 
the commander of a separate department shall have full Power 
& authority to suspend or limit the power of granting furloughs 
Or leave of Absence, and to reserve it wholely to himselfe, or 
to Impart to such Officer or Officers, under him as he thinks fit, 
According as he shall Judge the good of the service requires, 
and that no Officer under coulor or pretence of Authority, to 
him granted by the 2d Article of the 4th Sec. or any Other 
Article, in the rules and regulations of War grant any furloughs 
or leave of Absence Contrary to the Orders of the commander 
in chief or commander of department, under pain of being 
punish'd for disobedience, all Officers are to pay strict Obedience 
to the foregoing resolution, and none are to grant furloughs or 
leave of Absence on any Pretence whatsoever, except such as 
are Athorized by Gen'l Orders, and they only under such 
limitations & restrictions As have been or shall be Appointed by 
the commander in chief. All passes to soldiers going out of 
camp are to be taken from them on return by the Officers com- 
mand guard & destroy'd. The Markets which have been held 
heretofore on the Other Side Schoolkill, is to be held in futer 
on the west side Of the Bridge, The Gen'l perceiveing that there 
is great Abuse and Waist of hides from the present Mode of 
leaveing them with The brigade till exchanges can be Affected, 
directs in futer thac the commissary of each brigade will deliver 
all The hides produced in his brigade to the commissary of hides 
takeing his Rec't for them, and keeping an Acc't with Him for 
the same, the brigade will still continue their Contracts as here- 
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tofore directed and for the performance Will give orders upon 
the commissary of hides, who is hereby Required to make 
returns the ist day in each Month at Head quarters, of the 
Number of Weight of hides rec'd & Issued by him, the Most 
convenient mode of delivering the Hides, will be to send daily 
by the brigade provision Waggons to the commissary of Issues, 
where they will be rec'd by the Commissary of hides, and a 
Rec't given for them, the Commissary of hide will Attend at head 
Quarters to Morrow Morning at 10 O'Clock, at, a Gen'l Court 
* * * Whereof Colo. Tupper was presid't March 78 Lt. 
Olliver was try'd for sending a Corporel & a file of Men into 
Colo. Steuarts Regim't to seaze a Cagg of Whisky belonging 
one of his Officers Without consulting Colo. Stuart or any of 
his Officers, upon Mature consideration the court are of opinion 
that Lt. Olliver is guilty of the charge exibited against him 
And think however lawdable Lt. Ollivers Attentions were on 
seazing the Whisky or men who sold it, the Mode he fell on 
was by No means Justifiable, as Many ill Consequences must 
Necesarily follow the practice of sending a file of Men into an 
Other regim't to seaze any thing without application of the 
Commanding Officer, the Gen'l Confirms the Opinion And 
orders Lt. Olliver to be discharged from his Arest. 

At the same court the nth Inst. Edw'd Grissatt tryed for 
going into Philadelphia found guilty & Sentenced to Receive 
one hundred lashes, the commander in Chief Aproves the Sen- 
tence And orders it to take place to Morrow Morning, at guard 
Mounting on the grand parade, the Regimental Pay Master & 
Others who received Money of the pay Master Gen'l on Wed- 
nesday & thursday last, are required to examine their Cash, 
as he Made a Mistake with some of them to his prejudice, the 
Colo. & commanding Officers of corps are Desired to see that 
their respective paymaster have Immediate Notice of this Matter. 

S C P 

1. 1. 4. for guard. 
1. 1. Fatigue. 

1. 1. 5. Gen'l Mughlenbergs & Commissarys. 

(to be continued.) 



